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Believers of Jesus Christ have been given the special and unique privilege of
being called God’s children (John 1:12). And the other privileges that come with
that label are innumerable. Let that reality grow deep roots in your heart and
transform your life! But being called the children of God comes not only with
blessing. It also includes responsibility and expectation. A loving Father disciplines
his children (Heb. 12.7-11) when His children waver. Surprisingly, there are even
times when we live in opposition to the values of our Father, the consequence
being disappointment and shame. Every day, there are various influences
competing for our allegiance. Nothing about this is new. The world and spiritual
imposters are two that John identifies in chapter 2. John is not suggesting that our
place in the family is in jeopardy. What he IS warning is the risk of losing joyous
fellowship with our Father and even humiliation when our Savior returns.
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Similar to our earthly parent-child relationships, chasing after false idols and
untruths has unfortunate consequences.
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•

John addresses children, father, and young men twice. Looking deeply at his
pronouncements to each, who are these three groups, spiritually-speaking?
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•

Some bible scholars would say that 1 John 2:15-17 is a direct parallel to Eve’s
temptation in Genesis 3:6? Do you see the parallel? If so, How is Eve’s
example with the original fruit, and the sin that followed, helpful for us?
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According to John, what are the things that indicate true faith (vs. 19-23)?
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•

How does the “anointing [which] abides in us” serve the place of all the
necessary teaching? (ref. John 14:16-17, 25-26). Is earthly teaching
completely useless? Was John teaching them...about teaching them?
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•

Why don’t we deal more with reward/loss of reward among God’s children?
How does the possibility of “shame” affect our understanding of our
relationship with God? How does it compare with other teaching in scripture?
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